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wave of 2003, when more than 30,000 people died in the month of 
August from heat exhaustion.  Increasing ocean temperatures will 
bring more intense storms like Katrina and Rita, which devastated 
the Gulf States in the U.S. and caused billions of dollars of dama-
ges.

Farmers throughout Europe and the rest of the world, who 
already face economic challenges, will not do well.  A one degree 
Celsius increase in average global temperature decreases many 
crop yields between 10 and 20%.  Yields are already dropping in 
many countries, including Russia, India and North America.

Demographics will change the way businesses operate.  Mass 
emigrations are anticipated on the European Continent because of 
weather changes, both hotter and colder.  One study conducted by 
the U.S. Pentagon predicts a reasonable probability that climate 
change could force the Gulf Stream to dive deep within the Atlantic 
Ocean.  As a result, northern Europe would cool to a Siberian 
freeze.  London, Paris and many cities like them would cease to 
exist as we know them.  And because of globalization economic 
chaos would be prevalent throughout the world.    

A Global Opportunity 
We are performing a dangerous experiment, and no one 

knows the precise outcome.  But, we do know that if we do noth-
ing, the future for business and citizens of the world will be most 
unpleasant.  

However, if we act quickly, we can create a better future by using 
this challenge to stimulate our economies, create jobs, and imple-
ment new technologies that can make a positive difference.  First, 
we must invest in existing energy efficiency technologies, espe-
cially in transportation, e.g. hybrid petrol-electric vehicles.  Secondly, 
we must move rapidly to existing non-fossil fuels to replace a large 
fraction of current petrol products.   These fuels include bio-ethanol 
and bio-diesel. We must also invest heavily in wind and solar power 
for electricity generation.  Modern wind turbines produce electricity 
at a cost than coal or oil.  And thirdly, we must invest for the longer 
term in R&D to commercialize hydrogen fuel cells to power auto-
mobiles, factories, and buildings. 

If we act soon, we have the opportunity to create much greater 
security in our currently challenged world.   
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G overnments worldwide have
promised to save biodiversity
by 2010. One of the ways Euro-

pean countries are setting about reach-
ing this target is through partnerships
formed under Countdown 2010, an al-
liance of governments and NGOs. The
initiative was set up in May 2004 and is
supported by the European branch of
the World Conservation Union (IUCN).

European leaders that met in
Gothenburg in 2001 agreed to halt the
loss of biodiversity by the end of the
decade. The target recognises the in-
creasing importance of preserving bio-
diversity - recent studies showed that
two thirds of world’s ecosystems are in
decline. The EU aims to lead the world
in finding solutions for biodiversity
under the UN Convention on Biological
Diversity.

In May 2006, the European Commis-
sion issued a Communication that sets
out an ambitious roadmap to halting
the loss of biodiversity by 2010. It in-
cludes an EU Action Plan that detailed
specific responsibilities for EU institu-
tions and Member States, as well as
indicators to monitor progress and a
timetable for evaluations. It spells out
what needs to be done to halt biodiver-
sity loss in the EU and to meet the inter-
national commitments to reduce biodi-
versity loss worldwide. It also creates
an advisory mechanism to help deci-
sion-makers make better use of existing
knowledge.

Countdown 2010 is able to provide
key support to this plan. As well as
raising the profile of biodiversity and
the 2010 target, Countdown 2010 gives
visibility to the achievements of its
partners. It also provides a platform for
organisations that focus on different as-
pects of biodiversity to communicate
and share experiences and knowledge.
In order to assess progress towards the

2010 target, Countdown 2010 is develo-
ping a “Scorecard” that can easily com-
municate successes and highlight those
areas that still require attention.

In 2005, the Countdown 2010 Score-
card was piloted in the Noord Brabant
in the Netherlands, the first region to
become a partner. Countdown 2010
works with stakeholders at all levels, in-
cluding regional authorities. Activities
taken at a local level can be very cost
effective, particularly for generating
public interest. Noord Brabant has de-
veloped a local strategy for biodiversity
and a regional platform for exchange of
expertise.

Lack of relevant expertise on biodi-
versity issues among local administra-
tors is a common problem. To help
overcome this problem, Countdown
2010 has promoted and supported
twinning arrangements between local
governments from different countries
that allow the exchange of relevant
experiences.

At the Conference of the Parties of
the Convention on Biological Diversity,

Countdown 2010 and UNITAR launched
a capacity building programme to pro-
vide expertise and knowledge on biodi-
versity for local authorities. In addition,
the new programme, which was es-
tablished in partnership with ICLEI, the
network of local governments for sus-
tainability, will support partners in de-
veloping local action plans to integrate
biodiversity into urban planning.

Countdown 2010 will also help realise
the goal of the Natura 2000 Network.
Activities taken to reach the 2010 target
will help publicise the need to preserve
biodiversity. In addition, a tailored com-
munication toolkit will be distributed to
local governments to support them in
raising awareness among citizens.
These communications will highlight
best practices in managing Natura 2000
sites that could serve as models for
successful Countdown 2010 projects.
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The statement above should be clear 
and evident to everybody in Croatia. 
The Constitution of the Republic of 

Croatia refers to the protection of the envi-
ronment as among the most important va-
lues that should be respected by all citizens 
in Croatia - and especially by members of 
the national government or local authori-
ties. In spite of that and in spite of the fact 
that we live in 21st century, one can still 
hear voices saying that we should think 
about environmental issues and ecology 
only when we become rich enough. In other 
words - ecology is for rich nations, while 
developing ones like Croatia should think 
firstly about profit and the national GDP. 
Such an odd stance is unfortunately present 
in every talk about "investment" in tourism 
in Croatia, in cities' development strategies, 
in highway and port projects, as well as in 
waste management plans. There is no 
doubt that such a stance undermines 
Croatia's development. A poorly planned 
highway damaged one of Croatia's richest 
fresh water sources and will irreversibly ruin 
one of Croatia’s most beautiful valleys in 
the Gacka river. The new TTT liquid fuel 
terminal in the Port of Ploče may (and 
unfortunately, most probably will) unneces-
sarily endanger Neretva's Delta as well as 
the Protected Reservation of Mali Ston Bay. 

The vision of the development of Croatia's 
tourism is even stranger. Croatia's govern-

ment appears to be moving toward the total 
removal of industry in Croatia, supporting 
the odd belief that this country can live off 
agriculture and tourism. Tourism is an 
aggressive source of pollution as well. Its 
impact on the environment can not be 
neglected - tourists leave waste, use exces-
sive energy, and often treat this country 
with less respect and concern then they 
treat their home country. Hotels and other 
means of accommodation may produce 
waste and sewage water similar to a small 
factory.  However, it is common to think of 
tourism as a "clean" way of doing business.  
And most local authorities on Croatia's 
Adriatic coast and on many islands lust for 
their own marina in one of their gulfs. 
Contrary to such thinking, I strongly believe 
that Croatia's chances lie in her clean envi-
ronment and her fiercely protected natural 
heritage. It may sound unusual but thinking 
about ecology is thinking about the health 
of our citizens and about the protection of 
our natural heritage, without which Croatia 
will be an unpleasant place to live. Tourists 
could otherwise see Croatia as a wasteland 
not as a lush garden on the shores of a blue 
Adriatic. Damage to the environment, 
induced by careless and irresponsible entre-
preneurs with mutual support of local 
authorities or national government officials, 
will end up costing the nation much more 
than the profit earned by entrepreneurs. 
Often just the costs of medical treatment of 
diseased citizens or workers can exceed the 
profit of an irresponsible industry. The best 
example is the Salonit case in Solin and 
Split, where irresponsibility of the entrepre-
neur - i.e. producer of various products 
containing asbestos - was more than 
matched by the carelessness of state offi-
cials who should have reacted earlier and 
much more decisively than they did. Damage 
was done - not only in thousands of tons of 

toxic waste and polluted playgrounds for 
children in Solin, but also in hundreds of 
citizens sick of asbestos-caused lung dis-
eases, with potentially fatal consequences. 

Unfortunately, this is not the end of the 
problems that Croatia will encounter in the 
near future and one of the most serious 
problems will be waste management. 
According to predictions from the EU, 
Croatia will spend several billions of euros 
to solve her problems with waste. Of 
course, such amounts of money will con-
tinue to attract flocks of "visionaries" and 
"saviors" with unsafe and expensive "solu-
tions" for waste problems. As we all wait 
for Croatia's national and local authorities’ 
decisions concerning methods that should 
be employed in waste management, I shall 
continue to advocate two simple and rea-
sonable principles:

1. Croatia should not repeat mistakes 
by employing technologies that have 
already proven to be outdated and unsatis-
factory in the EU or other parts of the 
world.

2. Before making decisions, authorities 
should compare the costs and benefits of 
all available contemporary technologies for 
waste management and select those that 
are (a) inexpensive and affordable and (b) 
technologically advanced. Other solutions 
will be just rich experiments with poor out-
comes.

Environment and Natural Heritage 
Croatia's Most Important Resources

By Tonči Tadić, Ph. D., Senior Research Assistant - 
"Ruđer Bošković" Institute and Member of the Croatian Parliament 2000 - 2007
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Mission statement:
Creating a forum within which we may present, discuss 
and share ideas about the appropriate path to Croatia's 

ecological well-being while respecting her continued eco-
nomic and industrial development.
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ACTIVITIES
The environmental committee continues to meet monthly 

and frequently hosts invited quests to speak at the meeting 
and afterwards prepare a written text of their presentation 
for the subsequent issue of AmCham’s News and Views 

magazine. 
We have added to the AmCham website selected presenta-
tions from our meetings that are accessible to all. Please go 

to: www.amcham.hr/committees/pres/default.asp
This will be very useful to businesses, investors, students 
and researchers and we will continue to add the presenta-
tions whenever possible. In the last 12 months we heard 

from:
Irena Brnada / Željka Medven, 

The Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern 
Europe, "Environmental Capacity Building Needs of the 

Croatian Business and Public Sectors"

Mislav Andrijašević, 
Plasma 3E, "Plasma Gasification for Croatia's Waste Needs"

Dr. Viktor Simončić, 
Vikos, "How to transpose EU legislation.  Is the Croatian 

method sustainable?"

Žarko Jakovljević, 
Deloitte, "Voluntary Environmental Initiatives in Business; 

How Effective Are They?"

Nedo Stoić, 
Gavrilović Agriculture, "Improvements in energy efficiency 

and emission levels at Gavrilović"  

Željko Šimunović, 
PEPGO, "Waste Management in Croatia"

Mark Gero, 
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Ana Špehar, 
Agroproteinka, "Waste water and air purification in 

Agroproteinka"

Ivica Trumbić, 
Priority Actions Programme, "The Mediterranean Protocol 
on Integrated Coastal Zone Management: A New Tool for 

Regional and National Coastal Governance"

Come and join the Environmental Committee and 
give us about 90 minutes a month (including travel!). 

We are confronting issues that are increasingly 
important to the business community and we could 

use your interest and support.

AMCHAM Environmental Committee 






