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What is a Green Building Council

• Organization aiming to…

– Promote the best green building 
practices, technologies and 
design

– Educate about construction and 
operation of built environment 

– Support creating a sustainably 
built living and working 
environment 
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How a GBC Operates

• Transparently 
• Consensus-based 
• As a not-for-profit organization
• With representation from all sectors of the property 

industry
• No private ownership
• Equal representation and participation
• Embrace business as a powerful solution provider

Source: Cited directly from the 
World Green Building Council
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How a GBC Operates

• GBC’s work closely with governmental agencies , who may 
also be members

• Some country GBC’s have regional chapters
• Most GBC’s have staff , develop and host programs and a 

green building rating system

Source: Cited directly from the 
World Green Building Council
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Green Building Councils Around the World
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The World GBC acts as the “united nations” of green building councils
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What a GBC Can Offer
Example: USGBC
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“It is about 
changing the way 

we think of 
building!”
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USGBC Services and Campaigns
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LEED® system – created by USGBC

• One of the most 
successful green 
building certification 
programs in the 
world

• 1,585 buildings are 
certified under 
LEED, and over 
12,700 are 
registered to be 
certified!
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LEED® System - 4 Levels of Certification
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• Each green 
building 
certification system 
in the world is 
different in how 
they give points 
and awards

• There is no clear 
definition of green 
building, but they 
are all similar in 
their 
considerations. 

LEED® System Credit Categories
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USGBC membership

• In the 15 years since 
its initiation, the US 
GBC has grown 
immensely. There 
are over 15,000 
members as of the 
beginning of 2009.
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Professional accreditation program

• There are almost 50,000 
people throughout the 
world who have this 
designation as a “LEED 
AP”
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Why We Started a Green Building Council

• Fast information flow amongst sectors and 
consumers regarding 
– environmental knowledge, 
– green building and 
– ecological development best practices
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Why We Started a Green Building Council

• Opportunities for building-sector professionals to 
have access to 
– training, 
– workshops and 
– tools 

• related to green building 
– theory 
– design
– development
– construction
– operation
– management. 
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Why We Started a Green Building Council

• Invaluable networking – when a company, investor, or 
organization is looking for a green contact, the GBC will 
be the respected source
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Why We Started a Green Building Council

• Considerable impact on public awareness , 
professional skill sets , and the greater market through 
a collective outreach effort
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Background & Need for GBC in Croatia

• Unprecedented building boom trends
• Only green projects will be feasible and sustainable on 

the long run
• Need coordination/ cooperation
• Insufficient professional & skilled labor capacity
• Ineffective and/ or nonexistent building regulations
• Growing public awareness, but rate must increase to 

address immediate issues

��� � Currently no GBC or similar council to address above 
issues
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History

June
Initiation of GBC Idea

October  16th

(1) Potential Initiators Group Meeting

November 27th

(2) Initiators Group Meeting

June-November
• Research need & context

• Start-up website

• Reach out to potential co-founding 
companies, organizations, & 
institutions

• Draft business plan

• Join New Europe Regional GBC 
Network

June July August September October                   
November

2008
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Vision statement: � in progress

• GBC Croatia aims to help real estate stakeholders in 
Croatia to create a sustainable built environment by 
influencing the way the urban environment is 
designed , developed , constructed , occupied and 
maintained . 
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Mission statement: � in progress

• The Green Building Council's mission is to foster 
collaboration between all sectors of the real estate
industry, government, academic institutions , and all 
other stakeholders in order to transform Croatia's built 
environment into a Green Built environment adapted 
to suit the culture and architecture and environment
of Croatia .
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Goals� in progress

• Facilitate education and immediate action amongst 
real estate-sector stakeholders as to vast 
opportunities in and benefits of green building

• Fairly & appropriately represent the interests of all 
council members, companies, organizations, institutions 
in their initiatives
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Objectives � in progress

• Facilitate education opportunities for building sector 
professionals

• Create a building certification program 
• Influence building-sector legislation
• Serve as the most trusted network for the building 

sector
• Foster collaboration and partnerships for campaigns, 

initiatives, projects, etc. whenever possible and 
wherever appropriate

• Lead community outreach campaigns and events
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Next Steps

• Set criteria for co-founding members & sponsors
• Appoint interim (temporary) board
• Continue ad-hoc committees

– Marketing, Fundraising & Membership Strategy
– Organization Set Up & Business Plan
– Product & Service Development
– Market & Legislation Research

• Begin solicitation of members, sponsors & partners
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info@gbccroatia.org
www.gbccroatia.org 

And you are 
more than welcome to join us!


